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and sheriff’s departments. Approximately 87% of the selected agencies responded to the 
survey. Key findings from this survey are as follows:

•	 Approximately 30% of all responding law enforcement agencies reported gang 
activity.

•	 Compared to 2011, slightly fewer jurisdictions had experienced gang activity 
(3,100 versus 3,300).

•	 Gang activity remained essentially concentrated in urban areas, with indications 
that it was occurring more than in previous years.

•	 Gang-related homicides had increased overall nationally, partly due to increased 
reporting by agencies.113

Spatial Analyses of Crime
Spatial analyses of crime focus on crime places. This interest in crime places “spans 
theory from the perspective of understanding the etiology of crime, and practice from 
the perspective of developing effective criminal justice interventions to reduce crime.”118

Thus, rather than attempting to understand crime from an individual perspective, spatial 
analysis also incorporates where and when crimes occur. This perspective can then assist 
in efforts to reduce future criminal activity.

Mapping crimes can provide such information as location, distance, direction, and pat-
tern. Location is considered the most important piece of information. Understanding 
where crimes have occurred or what crimes may occur in the future is essential, especially
when considering how to allocate police personnel and community resources. Distance 
is also a crucial element. For instance, distance can answer such questions as, “How far 
did the victim live from the place where she was attacked?” Direction is most helpful 

when considered along with distance. Usually, 
direction is referred to in a broader context, 
in statements such as, “Serial robberies are 
moving southeast” or “The east side is becom-
ing a high-crime area.” Finally, pattern is what 
crime analysts attempt to develop when using 
place-based crime data. Patterns are usually 
designated as random, uniform, clustered, or 
dispersed.119

Attempting to understand crime through
location is not new. Law enforcement agen-
cies have considered crime location to be an 
important component of crime control. In 
fact, the use of maps can be traced as far 
back as 1900 by the New York City Police 
Department.120 Police departments would 
place pins on maps to represent crimes that 
occurred in various locations (see Photo 2.9). 
Thanks to technological advances, they now 
have more sophisticated and responsive ways 
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Example of using pins on 
maps to represent crimes 
in a particular area. What 
are some advantages and 
some drawbacks of this 
method?

Spatial analyses 
of crime: this type of 
analysis focuses on crime 
places. One major aspect 
is mapping crimes which 
provides information 
as location, distance, 
direction, and pattern.
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